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REPORT AUTHOR:
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SUBJECT:

Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace Upgrade – Round 3
Consultation Outcomes

1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Following consideration of this item at the Council Meeting held 27 October 2020, Council
resolved to undertake further consultation in November 2020 on the Revised Concept
Plan (V2) presented.
The key outcome of the consultation indicated that the key area of support was that
respondents appreciated that their earlier feedback on the draft Concept Plan (Round 2
consultation) had been listened to and incorporated into the revised Concept Plan (V2).
Although the survey results indicate that less than 50% of respondents support the
revised Concept Plan (V2), this figure is significantly skewed by the issue of dogs rather
than the playspace equipment/elements.
It is recommended to address the issue of Dog on Leash Areas specifically relating to
Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra when Council undertakes consultation on By-law 5 –
Dogs, due for consultation in 2021/2022.
In line with the consultation and outcomes provided with this Report, it is recommended
that Council proceed to design development. The project will then enable tendering and
construction to ensure completion by 30 June 2021, as per the grant funding agreement.

2.

RECOMMENDATION
(1)

Council having considered Item 10.2 Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra
Playspace Upgrade – Round 3 Consultation Outcomes receive and note
the report.

(2)

That Council endorse the Revised Concept Plan (V2) (as presented in
Attachment 17) to proceed to design development and construction.

(3)

That Council undertakes community consultation on ‘By-law 5 – Dogs’
as scheduled, in 2021/22, to address the issue of Dog on Leash Areas
specifically relating to Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra.
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(4)

3.

That Council thank all residents that provided feedback to the
community consultation and advise of Council’s decision and program to
complete the project.

DISCUSSION
Council’s Open Space Strategy identifies the priority parks for upgrades and the Prospect
Gardens / Narnu Wirra playspace is scheduled for an upgrade in the 2020/2021 financial
year.
At the Council Meeting 27 October 2020 Council Administration presented a report on
Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace – Results of Consultation where it was
resolved:

(1)
(2)
(3)

Council having considered Item 10.4 Prospect Gardens/ Narnu Wirra Playspace –
Results of Consultation receive and note the report.
That Council endorse the Draft Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace Concept
Plan (V2) (as presented in Attachment 38) for further community consultation.
A further report is provided to Council on the outcomes of community consultation
on the Draft Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace Concept Plan.

Community consultation was undertaken in November 2020 on the Revised Concept Plan
(V2) and this report outlines the outcomes of this latest community consultation.
The following table outlines the consultation that has occurred to date in defining and
clarifying the design.
Stage
Stage 1 – Initial
Consultation
(Round 1
consultation)

Date
September
2017

Stage 2 –
Preparation and
Endorsement of
Draft Concept Plan
Stage 3 –
Consultation on
Draft Concept Plan
(Round 2
consultation)

June - July
2020
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August September
2020

Status
Comment
COMPLETED Round 1 consultation included
providing options for play equipment
and seeking feedback on what
residents would like to see as part of
the upgrade. The common
components from the feedback were
new play equipment (large play
structure, cubby house, swings, and
climbing equipment), nature play,
and more park furniture.
COMPLETED Preparation of the draft concept plan
was based on feedback provided
from the Round 1 consultation.
COMPLETED Key themes of concern from the
Round 2 consultation related to
dogs, available lawn area, design is
cluttered, exercise equipment, play
equipment for older children,
sandpit, adequate shade and
additional park furniture.
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Stage
Stage 4 Amendment of
Draft Concept Plan

Date
October
2020

Stage 6 –
Consultation on
Revised Concept
Plan (V2) – (Round
3 consultation)
Stage 7 – Seek
Council
Endorsement
Stage 8 – Finalising
of Concept Plan
during Design
Development Stage

9 – 29
November
2020

Stage 9 –
Commence
Construction

Early 2021

19
January
2021
Early 2021

Status
Comment
COMPLETED Amendments made to the draft
concept plan specifically responded
to the main themes of concern from
the Round 2 consultation.
COMPLETED General satisfaction of the revised
(V2) plan. Key themes of concern
from the Round 3 consultation
include dogs, fitness equipment and
flying fox.
CURRENT
Seeking Council endorsement of this
STATUS
Report to proceed to design
development.
STILL TO
Based on the endorsement of this
COME
Report, the concept plan will include
fitness equipment and consideration
to including a flying fox if budget
allows and does not clutter the
design.
STILL TO
COME

Consultation Process and Key Findings from Revised Concept Plan (V2) – Round 3
Consultation
Round 3 consultation occurred during a three week period (9 November – 29 November
2020) and invited the community to participate in the engagement process via a Level 2
– ‘consult and involve’ process. The process was similar to the Round 2 consultation
(held in August/September 2020) ensuring the same people were consulted to allow for
consistency. The consultation process included:








Postcard style flyer (DL size) to owners and
residents within a 200 metre radius of Prospect
Gardens / Narnu Wirra inviting participation in
the engagement process and provides details for
consultation (320 properties in total);
Postcards delivered to local children’s centres (St
Philips Kindergarten and First Impressions Early
Learning Centre)
Respond to each community member that
responded to the previous consultation including the Nailsworth Primary School
(noting that not all respondents provided their name and/ or address);
Corflute signage at visible locations throughout the reserve;
Promotion of the Revised Concept Plan (V2) consultation via Council’s website
and social media; and
Providing the opportunity for community members to provide feedback via
Council’s Community Engagement Hub via an online survey.
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During the community consultation there was some confusion by a member of the
community regarding the schematic images used to visually represent the proposed
upgrade. These images were intended as representations only and it is not believed
that they caused any further confusion.
Outcomes of Community Consultation
Council received 53 forms of feedback as part of the consultation. These included:




44 completed the online survey
6 written submissions were received (2 via Engagement Hub and 4 via email)
3 comments made via social media

It should be noted that some individuals completed the survey and a written submission
and made comment via social media.
The key outcome of the consultation indicated the key area of support being respondents
appreciating that their earlier feedback on the draft Concept Plan (Round 2 consultation)
had been listened to and incorporated into the revised Concept Plan (V2). The key areas
of concern related to dogs off-leash, and that the flying fox and exercise equipment were
removed from the revised Concept Plan (V2).
Of the 44 survey respondents:




19 (43%) support the revised plan
15 (34%) do not support the revised plan
10 (23%) are unsure.

Although the survey results indicate that less than 50% of respondents support the
revised Concept Plan (V2), this figure is significantly skewed by the issue of dogs rather
than the playspace equipment/elements.
Of the 44 responses received:




16 comments were made in relation to dogs (36%)
9 comments were made in relation to reinstating a flying fox (20%)
6 comments were made in relation to reinstating fitness equipment (14%)

The issue of dogs in the playspace area has significantly impacted on the survey results
for this consultation. The main reason for people not supporting or being unsure about
the revised Concept Plan (V2) was in relation to dogs. Some respondents believe dogs
should be banned completely from the playspace and some respondents believe dogs
should be allowed off-lead in the playspace. As such, when considering the issue of dogs
as a separate matter, the Concept Plan (V2) is generally supported by the community.
For further details on the process and the findings of the latest round of consultation,
please refer to the Engagement Report (refer Attachment 1-16).
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Outstanding Items from Round 3 Community Consultation
1. Matter of Dogs Off-Leash
As indicated earlier in this report, the issue of dogs in the playspace area has significantly
impacted on the survey results for this consultation.
There is a sign located in the eastern section (Section B) of Prospect Gardens / Narnu
Wirra indicating that this area is available for daily off-leash times between 5:00am and
8:00am and then 5:00pm and 8:00pm. This sign contradicts Council’s Dogs By-Law 2015
(By –Law No. 5) which prescribes the daily off-leash times for the western section of
Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra (Section A).
In a South Australian Government Gazette notice on 5 May 2016, notice was given that
at the Council Meeting on 26 April 2016, City of Prospect resolved to rescind the
resolution of 23 February 2016 and amend the Dogs Off-Leash areas within Council to
include (in part):

Dogs can be off-leash between the times of 5:00am to 8:00am and 5:00pm to
9:00pm at the following locations, excluding playground areas:


Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Reserve (west side lawn area) – West
Terrace, Nailsworth

In conjunction with the By-Law, it states that “A person must not allow a dog under
that person’s control to be or remain: …. within 5 metres of children’s playground
equipment….. unless the dog is secured by a strong leash not exceeding 2 metres in
length which is either tethered securely to a fixed object capable of securing the dog
or held by a person capable of controlling and preventing it from being a nuisance
or a danger to other persons.”
A children’s playground is defined as “any enclosed area in which there is equipment,
apparatus or other installed devices for the purposes of children’s play (or within 5
metres of such devices if there is no enclosed area).”
Council Administration believes that this issue of the dogs leash areas should be resolved
via a separate consultation on Council’s By-laws to ensure the appropriate audience is
targeted and all residents are fairly consulted on this separate matter. As a result of this,
the south-west recreational area is not planned to be fenced off at this time. It is
recommended that when Council undertakes consultation on By-law 5 – Dogs, due for
consultation in 2021/22, the issue of Dog on Leash Areas specifically relating to Prospect
Gardens / Narnu Wirra is addressed.
2. Flying Fox
There were nine comments that related to the reinstatement of a flying fox. The flying
fox was removed as part of Concept Plan (V2) due to potential noise; its location
(partially hidden on the side of the mound); taking up too much lawn area; and there
not being enough space to provide one that is challenging and adventurous enough.

CITY OF PROSPECT: Council Agenda

19/01/2021

Item 10.2: Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace Upgrade Round 3 Consultation Outcomes

The reasons why the proposed flying fox was removed from revised Concept Plan (V2)
have not changed. Therefore, Council Administration does not recommend the
reinstatement of the flying fox.
3. Fitness Equipment
There were six comments relating to the reinstatement of dedicated fitness equipment.
Although ‘static’ fitness equipment has been provided in the revised Concept Plan (V2),
there is a desire to include ‘moveable’ equipment.
As part of the revised Concept Plan (V2), the fitness station was relocated and replaced
with an “Active Area” which would have ‘static’ fitness equipment (monkey bars, chin up
bars and parallel bars). There was discussion about relocating the fitness station to the
western section of the Park. However Council Administration believes that as the fitness
station is now ‘static’ equipment (”Active Area”) it should remain in its proposed location
(i.e. North Eastern corner of Park).
Council Administration therefore does not recommend changing the ‘static’ fitness
equipment with ‘moveable’ equipment as this would require additional space.
It is important to note that there has now been three rounds of community consultation
on this project (one round in September 2017, and two rounds in 2020). Council
Administration recommend proceeding with the development of this project to ensure a
successful outcome by June 2021. The revised Concept Plan (V2)(refer to Attachment
17) was produced specifically responding to the outcomes of the Round 2 consultation
and the majority of the feedback in Round 3 indicates that the changes which have been
made are satisfactory.
During the design development stage, Council will engage a consultant to develop the
plan in further detail and produce documentation drawings for construction. The project
will then enable tendering and construction to ensure this project is completed by 30
June 2021.
Open Space Strategy
Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra is identified as a ‘Neighbourhood Park’ in Council’s Open
Space Strategy. A ‘Neighbourhood Park’ is one that has a catchment of around 600
metres or a 7.5 minute walk. They are designed as informal active and passive areas,
have a safe and appealing quality, encourage purpose visitation (i.e. longer stays), areas
for family picnics or social gatherings and flexible and variety of spaces.
Implications, Related Questions and Further Information
The Annual Business Plan includes funding of $437,000 towards this project, with 50%
of the funding ($218,500) coming from State Government grant funding. The conditions
of the grant funding requires the upgrade to be completed by 1 July 2021.
Relevance to Core Strategies / Policy




Local Government Act 1999

Community Engagement and Consultation Policy
Open Space Strategy, 2018
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Dog By-Law 2015

Strategic Plan to 2020 Theme 1 – People “Know, empower, celebrate, educate
and activate our community”
Strategy 1.1
Strategy 1.3

Know our community
Active living for every age, every stage

Strategic Plan to 2020 Theme 2 – Place “Loved heritage, leafy streets, fabulous
places”
Strategy 2.2
Strategy 2.4

Loved parks and places
A greener future

Strategic Plan to 2020 Theme 4 – Services “Leaders of the sector providing
efficient, responsive, accessible services”
Strategy 4.1
Strategy 4.4

Excellence in Infrastructure
Accountable and people-focused services

ATTACHMENTS
Attachments 1-16: Engagement Report – Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Upgrade
Round 3 Consultation
Attachment 17:

Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Concept Plan (V2)
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Introduction
The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the community engagement process
undertaken for the Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra revised playspace upgrade concept plan and
report on the feedback received from our community as a result of the engagement process.
The revised plan was developed in response to concerns raised as part of the community feedback
received for the draft playspace upgrade concept plan which occurred in August/September 2020
(round 2 consultation).

ta
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Engagement Overview

en

t

Key themes of concerns for the draft plan included:
 Dogs ‐ should be banned from playspace (ongoing problem with people not picking up after
their dogs; children feeling scared of dogs)
 Grass ‐ needs to be maintained for play; picnics; cooling; etc.
 Design is cluttered – tries to fit too much in to the space
 Exercise equipment – doesn’t suit proposed location and isn’t needed
 Play equipment doesn’t adequately cater for older children
 Sandpit not appropriate – messy, health hazard (dog / cat faeces; sharps, etc.)
 Additional seating; BBQ and shade required.

Engagement Level
 Level 2 – Consult and Involve

Timeframe
 The engagement was open for a period of 3 weeks, commencing Monday 9 November 2020,
concluding Sunday 29 November 2020.

At

Objectives
 To inform our community of the findings from the consultation process undertaken for the
draft playspace upgrade concept plan (round 2 consultation).
 To inform our community of the revised playspace upgrade concept plan.
 To seek community feedback and comment on the level of support for the revised playspace
upgrade concept plan.

Target Group/Catchment Area
 Residents within a 200m radius of Prospect Gardens/Narnu Wirra
(Note: this is the same catchment area as used for previous consultations)
 Residents who responded to the previous round of consultation (round 2)
 Nailsworth Primary School

Promotional & Engagement Activities Undertaken
Activity

Description

Target Group

Number of Responses

Mail Out

Promotional postcard delivered to
residents within 200m of project
area (320 properties in total) to





Residents within
200m radius of

N/A
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Activity

Description

Target Group

raise awareness of the revised
concept plan and seek feedback via
Council’s Engagement Hub website.

Prospect Gardens
/ Narnu Wirra


Local children’s
centres



Nailsworth
Primary School
Respondents to
previous (round 2)
consultation

Bundles of approximately 20
postcards hand delivered to St
Philips Kindergarten and 1st
Impressions Early Learning Centre.

On‐Site
Signage

Corflute signage erected at various
locations throughout the park to
raise awareness of the revised
playspace upgrade concept plan
and direct people to the
Engagement Hub website



Project webpage on Council’s
Engagement Hub website providing
background information on the
project, revised concept design,
frequently asked questions, key
documents, and survey.

Written
Submissions





Survey established on Council’s
Engagement Hub website to gain
feedback on the level of support for
the revised concept plan.



People were invited to make
written submissions via Council’s
Engagement Hub website or via
email to
admin@prospect.sa.gov.au



At
Online
Survey

N/A



N/A

Council’s social
media community



3 people made
comments

Residents within
200m radius of
precinct
Wider City of
Prospect
community



N/A

Residents within
200m radius of
precinct
Wider City of
Prospect
community
Residents within
200m radius of
precinct
Wider City of
Prospect
community



44 responses



2 written
submissions via
Engagement Hub
4 written
submissions via
email

Local residents
and visitors to the
park

ta
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Social Media Posts on Council’s Facebook and

Instagram to promote the
consultation and invite feedback via
Council’s online Engagement Hub
Webpage



t

Email promotion of the revised
concept plan consultation, referring
people to Council’s Engagement
Hub website.

en

Email to
previous
respondents

Number of Responses
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Findings and Results




44 online surveys were completed
6 written submissions were received (2 via Engagement Hub and 4 via email)
3 people made comments via social media

It should be noted that some individuals completed the survey and a written submission and made
comment via social media.
Key Findings:
Similar issues were raised in both the surveys and written submissions.

en

t

Key areas of support:
 Respondents appreciated that their earlier feedback on the draft plan (round 2 consultation)
had been listened to and incorporated into the revised plan.

ta
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m

Key areas of concern:
 Dogs ‐ Some respondents believe dogs should be banned completely from the playspace,
some respondents believe dogs should be allowed off‐lead in the playspace, some
respondents don’t want the south western corner fenced and utilised for dogs off‐lead.
 Flying Fox – a desire for a flying fox to be included/reinstated
 Exercise equipment – a desire for exercise equipment to be included/reinstated
Although the survey results indicate that less than 50% of respondents support the revised concept
plan, this figure is significantly skewed by the issue of dogs rather than the playspace
equipment/elements.

Online Survey

The Engagement Hub website provided the option of an online survey for people to indicate their
support or otherwise for the revised concept plan and provide comment.

At

The survey received 44 responses.
Summary of Survey Findings.


Of the 44 survey respondents:
o 19 (43%) support the revised plan
o 15 (34%) do not support the revised plan
o 10 (23%) are unsure.



The main reason for people not supporting or being unsure about the revised plan was in
relation to dogs.
o
o
o

Some respondents believe dogs should be banned completely from the playspace
Some respondents believe dogs should be allowed off‐lead in the playspace
Some respondents don’t want the south western corner fenced and utilised for dogs
off‐lead.
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Other reasons for people not supporting the revised plan included the removal of the flying
fox and exercise equipment.



Of the 44 responses received:
o
o
o



16 comments were made in relation to dogs (36%)
9 comments were made in relation to reinstating a flying fox (20%)
6 comments were made in relation to reinstating fitness equipment (14%)

Respondents appreciated that their earlier feedback on the draft plan (round 2 consultation)
had been listened to and incorporated into the revised plan.

Written Submissions

en

t

A full list of the comments received from survey respondents can be found in Attachment 4.

A total of 6 written submissions were received (2 via Engagement Hub and 4 via email).






ta
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m

Feedback from the submissions mirrored the feedback from the survey and included areas of support
for the revised plan, concerns for the revised plan, as well as suggestions for how the revised plan
could be improved, as summarised below:
Respondents appreciated that their earlier feedback on the draft plan (round 2 consultation)
had been listened to and incorporated into the revised plan.
Dogs were an issue, with some wanting them banned completely from the playspace, others
wanting them to remain.
Desire for exercise equipment to be included.
Some suggestions were made in relation to play equipment and other items such as the
addition of a street library.

At

All of the written submissions received can be found in Attachment 5.

Social Media

3 people made comments on social media.
These comments were similar to comments made via the surveys and written submissions and were
in relation to dogs and appreciation that earlier feedback had been listened to.
A full list of the comments made on social media can be found in Attachment 6.
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Conclusion
The issue of dogs in the playspace area has significantly impacted on the survey results for this
consultation. Keeping the issue of dogs separate, the plan is generally supported if a flying fox and
some form of exercise equipment could be included in the playspace without cluttering the area.

Recommendations

Attachments

ta
ch
m

Revised Concept Plan
Promotional Postcard
Onsite Signage
Comments received from survey respondents
Written Submissions
Social Media Comments

At

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

en

t

1. Conduct a separate consultation on the dog by‐laws in 2021.
2. Proceed with the revised concept plan but consider the possibility of including a flying fox
and exercise equipment.
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At
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Attachment 1: Revised Concept Plan
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At

FRONT

ta
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m
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Attachment 2: Promotional Postcard

BACK
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At
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Attachment 3: Onsite Signage – Corflute Poster
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Attachment 4: Comments received from survey respondents
Note – these comments are taken directly from the survey, however spelling errors have been corrected
for publication purposes.
Comments from respondents who answered “Yes – support the revised concept plan”:

At
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1. It's great, thank you for taking all considerations
2. We live right across and enjoy the “lived in” feel rather than living in a suburban dead zone.
The design is very attractive. While our kids have grown up and left home we don’t spend time
in the park but just walking past will be enjoyable. Well done.
3. The revised plan takes into account most of my original comments.
4. It's mostly fantastic. Minor adjustments would make it better but really good elements for
kids of all ages.
5. We have a few minor improvements to suggest. These have been sent as an email.
6. Would like the climbing section to be a bit taller and a flying fox would be great.
7. But would like flying fox to remain. Great for older kids.
8. Would be good to keep the flying fox.
9. Almost perfect, but add in a set of horizontal bars. Please please please.
10. Looks fantastic. However as a Nanna I would like to see another seat in the play area, so as I
can keep an eye on my toddler grandson. Also I can’t see very many items of play for little
ones. My grandson loves the spinning seat at the Alexandra St playground. I would rather see
the “fitness” equipment replaced with smaller play items. If people want to do fitness
activities they could go to Broadview Oval.
11. Thank you for including a chin‐up bar. Thank you for mandating dogs to be on‐leash, as we
have had a couple of 'close‐calls' with dogs. Thank you for keeping as much lawn as possible.
It's great, thank you for taking all considerations.
12. Thank you for making space to accommodate our dogs off leash as well. A fenced area is our
preference too as it is easier to control dogs within a specified area and ensure they don't run
into the designated play area or equipment. Hopefully there still will be sufficient running
space to accommodate bigger sizes dogs as well. Thank you.
13. I like the plans but it seems ridiculous to upgrade a children’s playground only to have it
littered with dog faeces. As a regular to the park there is very very often dog poo left all over
it. It makes it hard to utilise the space.
14. I used to walk to this park on a daily basis with young children and have had birthday parties
here. The concept plan looks great, the only additions I would suggest is some form of water
play like a pump or have a rainwater tank with a sign and watering cans saying "help my garden
grow" with raised garden beds and vegies such as beans for children to water, obviously this
all costs money so it could be phase 2. Aboriginal artwork or a carved bench with a native
animal would be a nice addition.
15. Keep soccer and basketball areas please, it is the ONLY soccer practice area around. With all
this development our backyards are too small. I know the equipment needs upgrading, but it
would also be nice to keep some things and some space. That park has so many good
memories to our family. Son's 1st birthday and learning to ride without training wheels on the
tennis courts. Daughter learning to ride right now! Keep the toilets please. We use the park
all the time and we do see older kids there.
16. Definitely need to upgrade the fencing surrounding the soccer goal area. Will look disjointed
if this is left in the current state it is.
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17. I am happy with upgrade but not downgrading and taking and reducing some of features and
toys our kids already like. I don’t know name of them but I told my friend my child likes that
and she said they are removing it 😭😭

Comments from respondents who answered “No – do not support the revised concept plan”:

At
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1. Firstly, I don't know which Concept Plan was on offer, as the Facebook Concept and the onsite
Corflute were vastly different. Also I STRONGLY DISAGREE with notion of banning dogs in the
'playspace' area. I also disagree with the notion of the 'picnic park' area being recategorised
as a 'playspace' only. Also, I was the understanding previous responders to the consultation
would be a part of a more intensive consultation group. What happened to that?
2. I do not support the No dogs off lead. Personally we have never had an issue with dogs mess
within the park (I suggest asking the Council Mower). People make more mess. We are
responsible dog owners and we never enter the park if children are present and always ask
adults if they are comfortable with dogs before we remove the lead! All the dog owners
(many) in our area, are the same! In fact the times we use the park with our dogs, there are
no children to be seen! Early am or late pm
3. Great ideas but an uncovered sandpit is not a healthy option. As per rules in our school,
sandpits have to be covered everynight. It will be used a kitty litter tray for the many cats
which we see roam the area on a nightly basis and collector of other animal droppings.
4. I strongly appose fencing off the s/west lawn area & allowing dog access. This area is extremely
popular for sporting activities & is the only public area in Nailsworth large enough to kick a
football, throw a ball, play soccer. If a fence is erected it will turn into a dog park and
discourage both young and teenage children to use this space. Allow dog access to playground
after 6pm on weeknights when young children scared of dogs will be at home
5. Dogs should be allowed in the play area off leash, at least at certain times of the day. The
dinosaur slide should be accessible other than climbing the ropes, e.g. via a ramp or stairs.
6. Still too many elements being jammed into a small park. Drop the bridge (future maint.) and
the tubes (ewww). Floor is lava? Lol. Fence off the playground to stop the few lazy dog owners.
Don't punish responsible rate paying dog owners into the corner. Negotiating shared spaces
is a community building activity. Don't create so many rules and walls. Inclusion is better.
Where are the reports on the dog incidents? I use the park for quiet, leafy, grassed relaxation
with my dog and family.
7. I still thing dogs should be allowed off lead at certain times.
8. There should be no dogs or a sandpit as children should not have to play in animal poo. There
are already designated dog parks in prospect and dog owners should use these. I am a dog
owner and still feel strongly that my children should have a designated space to play like the
dogs do.
9. There should be no dogs allowed at all.
10. As a regular user of the facility I support some of the changes, but I am EXTREMELY
disappointed by the removal of the exercise equipment. As an adult user of the space it is the
single feature that I was most looking forward to. The revised plan includes ample space to
include a series of the outdoor exercise stations/machines. The decision not to include such
wonderful community facilities does not match what the council is installing at Broadview
oval. Please reconsider.
11. As a regular adult user of the space, having the exercise equipment would further encourage
activity in the area and I think would be of benefit to all residents. I support the rest of the
plan and look forward to the redevelopment, but strongly encourage reconsideration of the
exercise equipment. We should be promoting all ages to be active and have community spaces
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12.

13.
14.

t

15.

that are accepting for all, which I feel the current plan does not encapsulate. Thank you for
your consideration.
Please keep the flying fox. It was the best part! I’m happy for a sandpit as long as it’s
maintained. I like the family picnic area. Is there scope to have shade over the swings? In the
afternoon they can get hot. Happy to be contacted re my feedback.
Dogs should not be allowed in the playspace ‐ only in the fenced dog park. Issue of car parking
in an already busy precinct with narrow streets has still not been addressed.
Dogs should not be in a child’s play space! Being on leashes will not be observed as it’s not
now. Urinated grass and defecated grass leaves residue that tots should not be crawling
through. Other prospect playgrounds do not have dog access why should one in Nailsworth?
Who is going to daily rake the sandpit for cat and dog droppings and for sharps? What
assurance do you at Prospect council that children will not be harmed. I don’t see that you
have really, truly listened to the community
Disappointed you have removed the sitting flying fox. Everything else is great.

en

Comments from respondents who answered “Unsure ‐ if support the revised concept plan”:

At
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1. Don’t like the idea of flying fox being removed it is one of the most popular thing for kids
there. Maybe upgrade it so that the handle bar is lower and glides more smoothly. Also the
new play area doesn’t cater that well for older children. Keep the trees for shade as that’s the
beauty of the space. Playground needs shading.
2. The Seated Flying Fox was an attracting feature to our family. Its hard to find a playground
with them. And it’s always a fun for kids in a range of ages.
3. Thanks for upgraded the playground. The parts of the plan I don’t like are: (1) I can’t see how
these plans are better for older children than the original plans. In fact they seems worse
because the flying fox is gone. (2) I am concerned about the soccer playing field being turned
into an off leash dog area ‐ this doesn’t seem compatible with ball games. I think the feedback
about problem with dogs off leash is exaggerated. We use the park a lot and have never seen
any issues (behaviour).
4. Generally like the new concept more than previous. Well Done. Please bring back a good size
flying fox, preferably coming off the top of the hill to utilise more of the proposed (generally
never used) 'passive space' on road side of hill. Also the basketball court could do with some
serious attention if you have any money left over.
5. Overall looks great but extremely disappointed that the adult fitness equipment has been
removed.
6. The play equipment seems to be a significant downgrade on the existing equipment in the
park. Whilst aged, it is still seemingly fit for use and extensive. Unfortunately this is similar to
what has been completed at the JW Rattley Park around the corner ‐ far less play equipment
for a lot of money spent.
7. All looks good apart from element 10 ‐ surely there is some better alternative equipment for
older children.
8. Needs an upgrade. Don't agree with not allowing dogs off lead current system works well.
Important gathering spot for people with dogs in mornings. Including families with dogs. Dog
owners are respectful of other users even during off leash times. Dogs must be allowed as per
the current arrangement
9. Certainly much better than original concept. Primary function should be a community park
not just a children's playground. Not sure what is wrong with current play equipment. As a
dog owner don't agree with not allowing dogs off leash. Current system works.
10. I am a responsible dog owner who uses the current park with our dogs and am concerned that
this is no longer an option. Please ensure that you consider dog owners needs in your
planning.
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Attachment 5: Written Submissions
Submission 1:
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New plan looks great. Can we please also include some uneven Bars for exercise? I know you have got
rid of all the other equipment but the adults/late teens do need SOMETHING for exercise. And there
are heaps of places left with lots of room for these as they barely take up any space. Thanks in advance
for your consideration. Image provided below.

Submission 2:

I tried to access the survey today (29/11) but the survey link wasn’t active. My main concern with the
revised plan is that dogs are still allowed in the playground. Having a requirement that they be on a
leash is not much comfort for two reasons: 1. Many people currently don’t observe the leash rule
during the designated hours. 2. Dogs on a leash still defecate. Even if owners do their best to remove
it (which they often don’t) traces of faeces still remain on the grass where young children play. Why
can’t dogs simply be banned totally as they are in the memorial gardens playground. Why should
Narnu Wirra be treated differently?
Submission 3:

At

Dear Nina,

Thank you for developing the revised plan. We were very impressed to see how you had listened to
our earlier feedback. The new plan looks good and is much more in line with the way the area is used.
A few comments – going from the north to the south …

Thank you for listening and including a chin‐up bar! Can you please make sure the diameter is like the
old bars on the eastern side of Broadview oval (which we understand are to be removed in the future)
– these bars have the ideal diameter and their surface is not so slippery. For clarity, the newer bars in
the fitness area at Broadview oval are no good – they are too wide in diameter and their surface is too
slippery as there is no coating on the metal surface.
For the chin‐up bar, the height off the ground needs to be sufficient for an adult to hang (ie. the higher
bar of the two bars to be removed from the eastern side of Broadview oval). Kids can still get up to
this bar by climbing up the pole, so it is important that the pole has a surface that is not too slippery
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too (ie. some sort of coating on the metal). Alternatively, attaching a rope ladder (unattached at base)
to one side would make it more accessible for kids.
Great to see that you have included parallel bars and monkey bars too. Parallel bars can have wider
diameter bars than chin‐up and monkey bars.
It looks like there is good distance that kids can traverse using climbing, swinging, jumping and
balancing to cross the lava from the northern gate, potentially right through to the dinosaur structure.
Possibly it’s a good idea to link this pathway right into the dinosaur, unless there are safety issues if
someone falls off the dinosaur and hits a stump or rock?

en

t

Is it correct that kids can balance around the rim of the sandpit to get to the next group of tree
stumps? It looks like there are balancing logs south of the dinosaur that can be accessed by balancing
around the rim of this area too.
After having a serious head injury from tripping and falling on a rock, we’d suggest to only use very
smooth rounded rocks, which is probably what you were planning anyway.
The addition of the 3D seesaw is great for older children, so thanks for incorporating this!

ta
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Re: the dinosaur structure ‐ Just to reiterate the suggestions we previously made in case any can be
included.

At

a) Spikes: Larger rounded spikes, like that of a Stegosaurus (see attached picture), would look
better and not be as dangerous as the spiky ridge that is currently pictured along the back of
the ‘dinosaur’.
b) Tail: An idea for a long tail could be a ‘banister’ style slide (see attached photo), which can
be used to slide down in at least three different ways.
c) Internal nest: We think kids would also like it if a kind of nest depression could be included
inside the dinosaur (a bit like a ‘cubby house’ which they can get into by climbing up the
dinosaur and through the hole in the side). In imaginative play this could be where the
dinosaur eggs are safely stored. Here is a piece of rope play equipment with
‘nests’:
https://www.playgroundcentre.com/products/6m‐eagles‐nest‐bridge‐slide/
. However, a solid basket would be much more comfortable than a rope basket which cuts
into kids. I’ve attached an example of a solid ‘mini‐nest’ although for playing I think you’d
really want something that can hold up to 3 kids.

You mentioned a platform may be included inside the dinosaur. Perhaps this could be a nest shaped
platform, such as used in the solid version of nest swings?

Finally, the passive garden in the southern part of the playspace could be enhanced further as a
reading corner by installing a Street Library there.

Many thanks again for all your hard work on putting the plan together. We are excited to see it come
to fruition!
Best regards,
XXXXXx
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I am a resident of Buchanan Street in Nailsworth and have been watching with eager anticipation the
plans to redevelop the park across the road from me. I have been somewhat discouraged; however,
by the decision not to include the proposed outdoor exercise space in the revised plan. I am not sure
which residents commented negatively towards the presence of such a space, perhaps they felt that
the proposed location near the BBQ zone was the issue? As a doctor and highly active member of the
community I enjoy using the outdoor exercise facilities elsewhere in the area, but would love to see
some even closer to home. Any active member of the community will agree that especially during the
warm, long evenings that we enjoy for up to half of the year the parks and other outdoor gyms see
regular usage and patronage, and that such equipment would not go wasted or unused. Perhaps it
may encourage more people to exercise.
I thank you for the time and effort that has been put into the redevelopment plans but do urge you to
reconsider this point. Should you wish to discuss this I am always open to either an email or phone
call.
With Kind Regards,

At

XXXXXXXXXXXXXxxxX
Submission 5:

Hello
My name is xxxx xxxxxxx and I take my dog Rippa to Narnu Wirra park most days. Whilst I loosely agree
with most of the current conceptual elements of the Narnu Wirra upgrade I strongly oppose any
suggestion that dogs may be banned from the park. In all the years I’ve been going there I‘ve never
witnessed any incident and I would challenge any suggestion there is a dog problem in the park. My
observation would be quite the opposite to that of the report. I find that dogs and their owners are
respectful of other park users, and that the vast majority of dog owners pick up after their dog.

I can only surmise that the Council recommendation to ban dogs from the park is based on a very
small and very vocal sample of the community who have an issue with dogs in general. I offer to work
with Council to find a middle ground solution that doesn’t preclude dogs and their owners from the
‘playspace’ area in the future.
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As for the other elements of the consultation, I’m not sure what I’m commenting upon, as the Website
and Social Media concept seemed to be vastly different from the one represented on the on‐site
corflute.
In short…
I’m strongly opposed to the eastern ‘picnic park’ area being redefined as solely a ‘playspace’ as it mis‐
defines the true use of the space.
I strongly oppose the banning of dogs.

t

I’m ambivalent to the proposed design.

en

I support the fencing of the western park area, and I believe this should be done before demolition
begins to give current dog owners somewhere to take their dogs during the works.
I would like to be a part of any future consultation.
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Please don’t ruin our park for all humans and dogs. 😊

Submission 6:

Hello
My name is XXXXX xxxxxxx I am a dog and I’m 9 years old today. On this day, like most days, I visited
the Narnu Wirra park. I ran around a lot, I met another dog and sniffed his bottom, I checked my wee‐
mail messages and left my own in return. I also did three poos, which my human xxxx was kind enough
to pick up for me with a bag. I would do it myself, but I don’t have opposable thumbs, and I also can’t
reach the bin.

At

When I see other dogs or any other humans xxxx puts me on my lead until we know that are friendly
and won’t bite me. (The dogs and the humans!) In all the years I’ve been coming to the park I have
never been afraid and I’ve never made any human afraid.
It would be very sad if I wasn’t allowed to come to my park again. Please find a way that dogs and
humans can share the park just as we do now. I like the way this park has trees to sniff and other dogs
to meet. It just won’t be as interesting in the other park.
Woof

Page 15 of 16

Attachment 16

Engagement Report
Prospect Gardens / Narnu Wirra Playspace Upgrade Round 3 Consultation 2020

Attachment 6: Social Media Comments
1. I asked the question about dogs at the last Council Meeting, and the issue with dogs is purely
anecdotal, with no data to support this claim and no formal reports of dogs or their owners
causing problems over the past number of years. There is no hard data to support the
restriction of dog access in the park. If dog owners aren’t cleaning up after their dogs then
that’s an issue that would logically apply equally to every park and needs to be managed
separately to this consultation process, which is a process of updating of infrastructure, not
the definition of access.
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2. I agree with you XXXX I would also like to see a report on the number of dogs or owners causing
problems in the park. I’ve been walking through the park for the last seven years and have
not once seen anything. Frankly I don’t appreciate being targeted as a second class rate payer.
Seems like council got a grant and is looking for ways to spend it. It's already clear the
Broadview works are going to be an eyesore. They should minimise changes, fence the play
areas to keep the kids in, maximise retention of grass and shade.
3. I may need to start up a petition, just make the position of dog owners clear.
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4. XXXX XXXXXXX and share the online plan review link to other residents. But I would also sign
a petition. The regular group of stuff walkers I see every day also would. I don’t think they
would be big internet users. I’ll speak to them tomorrow.
5. Cool. I can come down at an arranged time. PM me.

6. Great to hear you are listening to resident feedback. It’s a lovely park already and just needs
a few upgrades not a total redo.

At

7. The conceptual plan shown here seems to be very different to the ones on the corflute signs
at the park. Which one is closer to the proposed design? There also seems to be a tree, rocks
and logs in the soft‐fall. Surely that can’t be right?
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PROSPECT GARDENS / NARNU WIRRA
PLAYSPACE UPGRADE - REVISED PLAN (V2)
1

Entry gate is set back from the road.

2

New active area on a rubber surface with fitness
equipment for kids and adults including monkey bars,
chin up bars and parallel bars.

3

New cubby house with a slide.

4

Existing shelter.

5

Reinstate the family gathering area with lawn for
picnics and add a new accessible kids picnic area with
log seats and talking tubes.

LOCATION PLAN

1
11

2

4
3

6

New bridge to cross the ‘lava’
(red mulch in the garden bed).

7

New double swing with a regular
seat and a toddler seat.

10

8

New sandpit* with a digger and a
dinosaur discovery element.

At

6
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5

9

7
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8

9

11

*Please note dogs
off leash will not be
allowed in this area.
The dog off-leash
area is in the southwest corner of the
precinct and will be
fenced.

10
LEGEND

‘The floor is lava’ theme with red
mulch in the garden beds that
is the ‘lava’ and stepping logs
throughout to avoid stepping on the
‘lava’. There are dinosaur elements
to discover in the garden beds,
including dinosaur eggs.
Older kids play elements including dinosaur themed
equipment** and spinning seesaw.
**The dinosaur equipment is suitable
for a range of ages including older kids,
with the tip of the playground reaching
4 metres in height.

11

Existing
trees
New pine
trees

12

New lights
Furniture:
BBQ, seats,
bins, picnic
setting.
Logs/rocks

11

Upgraded paving and small adjustments to the path,
arbour, stairs and southern entry area.

12

Accessible ramp up to the arbour with a passive garden
to sit and read a book or reflect on life.

